
be added in favour of L'isli autonomy in 
will develop a. sense of responsibility ’whicb “bas too often 
been 'absent in ike conduct of Trade Union branch affairs^

—it

• But, while favouring the establishment of Irish Unions and 
supporting the movement towards the autonomy ■ of liish 
sections of International Unions, I think it well to. ;^omt out 
that this question should be discussed upon its ni^rits as an 
industrial, not a political problem. Wbich form ml best 
promote the interests of the Irish workers ill their iStruggle 
for economic freedom,^ not merely their interests in the imme­
diate future, but taking a long view?

If our industrial interests are always to take second place 
and' political 'strateg’y to claim our hrst allegiance, then we 
may'say good-rbye to all hopes of building up'a strong, in­
dependent ^ workiag class moyement in Ireland, ^ 3Jbr the 
political leaders will always be able to invent reasons why 
the workers should devote their thoughts to something apart

•Jim Larkinas successfulfrom their economic conditions.
efforts to weld the unskilled workers of Belfast into a com- 

‘pact industrial organisation, irrespective of political colour, 
wore eventually brought to nought by the Oi’ange leaders, 
device of splitting the ^vorkers into rival UnioiDS on the 
plea that political and sectarian interests were in danger.

The A.O.H. has tried the same dodge with less success in 
Dublin, Cork and olsewhei’e, and‘all the signs pomt to an­
other big push ” coming from that quarter with a similar 
end ill- view. Anything and everything will be tried by the 
enemies of the working class to prevent effective combina­
tion and solidarity amongst tbe wage earners. It is a sure 
class instinct that inspires this oppomtion. For, once the 
principle of solidarity takes hold of the workers the day of 
the, landlord and capitalist sweater, the rule of the gomten 

unan • and publican, the dominance of hliG exploiter whose 
. jiriiicipie is greed-^will be over. ^ With solidarity amongst 
the workers the power of imperialism may readily be de­
stroyed. There is no real difference between the exploitatmn 
and subjection of Irish labour in. Ireland by Irish capitalists, 
and the exploitation and subjection of the Irish nation by 
the imperialist capitalist government of Fngland. Greed tor 
profit is the motive in both cases. Freedom will be won tor 
Ireland when freedom is w’on for the Irish workers. As Gon- 
nolly always insisted* when the lowest social cla s in di®

When. Mr. Darrell Figgis advises Irish workers to cut all 
connection with English’^ trade unions, we wonder if he 

' lealises the consequences that may follow? ;
If theHSummary of his lecture on “Sinn Fein and Labour,’’ 

which appeared in the “ Independent,” is anything like a 
fair indication of his views, one can only suggest, in charity, 
that he has not given^much thought to his subject.- Other­
wise one would he driven to the coholusion that he was an 
enemy of Trade Unionism and had cho-sen the surest way of 
depriving the Irish workers oijtheir most valuable weapon, 
unity in the industrial fieldr^^^

. Th# argument runs that Trade Unions having their head- 
^ quarters England, militate against the growth in Ireland 

of ^he national virtue of,self-reliance, that' English Unions 
drain away from Ireland the funds collected^ tiom Irish 
workers and use these funds to compete -^th Irish industry,

. ^ that the interests • of the Irish workers are always subordi­
nate to those of the English majority, and therefore good 
Nationalists, who have" been misguided enough to join an. 
international Union, should immediately secede, and cut all 
connection with the foreign Union. (I am not sure wlictber 
Mr. Figgis is of the number who would thereupon assist in 
establishing Irish Unions', or of those v,ho advise the 
workers to wait until the National question is settled befoie 
setting out to light thei,r Own light.) I agroe^ with a good 
part of this indictment. I believe that on occasions when -the 
interests of the Irish membership niiis coimter to tbe in­
terests of the English membership the Irish often go .under; 
many times action demanded by the Irish membership is 
delayed too long by the execdtives because they don’t under­
stand our conditions, and I believe that it is extremely de­
sirable that the rjesponsibility for the management of Trade 
Union affairs should be borne .by the Irish workers. Further 
than that I think it probable^ that the English form of Union 
may b© improved upon by Irishmen, that we would develop 
a form of fighting organisation based more upon agressive 
industrial action than upon friendly society benefits. But no 
weight should be laid upon the argument that Irish contri­
butions go to swell the coffers of the English Unions. Any­
one conversant’ with the facts knows that in the past' a 
great deal more money has been received in benefits by the 
Irish membership of International Unions than they have 
ever paid in. This* ndeed, is one of the reasons that may

\
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Irish National Aspirations and British Labour
By P. COATES, Irish Automobile Drivers and Mechanics Vrade Union.

Tlie Irisli hahouT m>oveinent would be woll advised t'o take
Irisk aelf- ' modiiM form—in oonneotion with .Irelana, Egypt and India, 

btill, He Has 'accepted tH© principle, and that is an important 
gam. ' ' ^

Labour Party Conference, to be held 
at Nottingham next weiek, and should ask the Conference 
for pemission to state their news. Also, that a manifesto be

mdictment of British rule in Mand,
mu®, “““sAate denfands.'" The manifesto. should be placed m the hands oferery delegate to the Oon-

statement is vea-y necessary if we are to 
win tlm sympathy of English Labour; because, the 
Jinglishman knows Httle about the history of Ms own 
and absolutely nothing about the history of Ireland.

We may he inclined to/mle at Mr. jaenderson’s naive 
opimon that England’s twitment of subject races has given 
little cause for f6p|roach., and hik view is, I think, t^iS of 
the f himiseif and Ms ttendk are thinking about
their the first time in

Lalmur must assist in their onhghtenment in reference to Irish aflairs. . Apropos of

mcvements of these countries can he safely entrusted to 
vo.ice the aspirations of their followers.
th^^^hmi? sipis that Ht _the next general election
tne l/apour Party m the House of Commons will he r^on^ 
siderably augmented,-and the new M.P.’s will iholude it is

fheiT t’ very advanced views,• flnirt1nd“i?hrJil%e'as fetd A
national self-determination to the Brit s 
onct X{enia are to the Hussfan Empire,

. riTsSiiiS ss s
'f - working class supportIt must place Ireland’s claim HMor©. the next International

immediate steps to place thedr views respecting I 
^vemment h^ore orgaaiised I/abour in ureat'3ritain.

A fairly wide experience of the Labour movement in that 
ocmutry Has convinced me that the aspirations of the Irish 
race, for an Irish Repuhlic, are not known, and oonsequently 

^ not understood an England. For mstance, quite-iecently I 
W’os epeaking to one of the best informed of the Labour 
M.P.’S—^ man who is in favoui-'of applying the,principle of 
national selfsd^termination to Ireland—and he asked me, 
<|uite seriously, if the^ RepubHoan movement in Ireland was 
AOt a mere passing phase, which would soon give place to 

old demand for local autonomy within the British 
Empire.^ I ioform^ him that 1 was quite obtain that the 

. vast majority of the Irish people would vote in favour of an 
Republic; but, I am afraid, He was only half convinced. 

The gentleman referred to is one of that small gi’oup of 
Labour members who have played a prominent part in 
opposing the war. ^ - .

His views are similar to those'of .other members of the 
English Labour movement with whom I discussed the; ques­
tion.

Is it a matter for surprise? I don’t^think so*
A subordinate Barliament' with limited powers was thO 

utmost demand of the Redmondite Party, and they were 
oleoted and finaipcially -supported for decades by the Irish 
race at home and abroad.

Mr, T. P. O’Odnnor tsaid in the House of Commons that ' 
if Home Rule was gr-anted, ‘^Ood Save the* King” would 
be,sung on every Irish hillside ^d in every Irish valley, and 
n-O protest was made by the Irieh masses. Can we wonder 
then that the Republican movement is not regarded 
permanent one.

It is up to Irish Labour to remove the delusion, and it is 
of the utmost importance that the matter should b© taken 
tm at once. The English Labour movement has appealed to 
tb.e Social Democrats of Germany and Austria to tece their 
governments to grant nation^ freedom to the Poles, Italians, 
etc., now living under German aud. Austrian rule, and Mr. 
lar.thxir, Hjendergon ban .accepted the principle—true, an a

average
country';^

who 
and

to - j&Sto
as a
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Station achieves freedom, the nation will be free, and' not, 
■haforer-

divido on political issues when engag^ in On industfiid*
I suggest to our Binn Fein readers, who are member# of 

a international Trade Unions, that their best work can >]^ done 
witliin the Union by-spreading the idea of autonomy for the 
Irish membership, and when that idea is general then a mai^K ■ 
movement for a distinctly Irisli Union may be isafely''‘'^loi^ 
moted. But to attempt to attain this'end by way of seces­
sion and division of forces—^that wmy madness lies.

May I suggest a bit of practical work |n the direction of 
conwlidating Irish ^ Trade Unionism ? The Irish Drapers’ 
Assistants Association is a distinctly Irish Union. Its mem- 
hership is restricted to workers in fhe drapery and allied 
trades. Several attempts have been made to widen the soo 
of their Union to make it possible for all sbop workers to 
admit^d, "but hitherto these 'have failed because o|-the oon- 
servative ideas prevailing amongst the assistants of Dubhn 
and one or two other centres.

At the next annual meeting to be held at Easter the pro- 
posal is to be again considered. Here is a chance to ,'make 
the way clear for-one Irish Union for all workers in the, 
wholeme and retail distributing trades. IL-Mr. 'Figgis and 
his friends and ^followers will use their influence in favour of' 
this reform they will' do something valuable towards building 
up Irish Trade Unionism. If the attempt succeeds it wiu 
provide an -opportunity for shop workers of all grades to 

, combine in .an Irish. Union, and I am confident that the 
Amalgamated Union of Shop Assistants would give a-hearty 
welcome to the'forward move of the Irish Drapers,

/

But to revert to Mr. Tiggis’ advice. Three-fourths of all 
the trade unioinsts of Ireland are members of international 
unions. It is unthir&able that the whole of the members of 

N any tsingle society will follow the advice to secede without a 
l-emg sustained propaganda. ^^For any small section to do so 
we^ens the whole body without doing any good to’ the 
iseceders. In fact, it makes -blacklegs of them. Take as an 
illustration the railway men. The N.UiR, has about 20,000 
members in Ireland; Th^ have won, by unity, notable in­
creases in wages. The membership -Comprises adherents of 
the U,I.I/., the Unionist Party, Sinn I'ein, and the Irish , 
Labour Party. (They all ought to belong to the latter, hut 

;fchere -are sbiU some exceptions 1) When Mr, Figgis addresses 
Ms audience he is speaking as a politician, and as isuch only 
the Binn Fein .section will listen. If they were to follow his 
advice, iiiiey would secede from the Union, form a rival sec­
tional Union .with a political basis, and thus present to the 
railway ’directs the spectacle of ddssehsi-on and istrife in 
•place of a united front. Do the railwaymen think they would 
have won in their ir^ent struggle if they had^ been split up 
into three or four Unions based upon rival political doc­
trines? Bo it is with other Unions.—If—the* Nationalist 
members of the Amalgamated -Oarpenter-s and Joiners, who 
may he followers of Mr, Fig^s, secede from their Union and 
establish a rival Irish Union, it weakens their power as 
workmen in their bargainihg with the employers, who never
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'kw is sii^pendod. *wlaoleSak, driers , 
ill V-aiioauTer had made a coimer in eggs,

- wiiich they hoped to export to England, 
but owing to the scarcity of shipping 
they have been prevented from'doing this 
bit to’win the war . They And tlfemiSelves
therefore, in possession of some 4,600,000 
do2iens of eggs in cold storage. A bene­
volent food controller has oome to their 
rescue, and lest they should be obliged to 

■ sell whatever they can get, the Govern- 
nient has niideirtakeii to finance an ad­
vertising .campaign ‘‘to popularise i^ie 
eating of high-priced eggs,” as the “Ed­
monton Bulletin” puts it. This oharni- 
ing- picture of Btate-aided profiteering" 
is recommended to those who believe in. 
the operation of “ economic laws.” Such 
scdicitude for tho.se caught in the trap 
of their cxwn food corner is a touching 
examiile of that “overseas ” democracy”' 
so popular these days.

B#x and Cox; An Anglo-Americar|
: i ■■ Farct. ^ ■

The Sinn Eein Executive, if pe may 
- judge, by its public statements, agrees 
with at least one ,policy of the British 
anthorities in Ireland,^ namely, the 
shielding and whitewashing of .America 
from all criticism. At times we are 
amazed by the magnanimous toleration 
of critioal comment npon England and 
France which, wdieii directed ' against 
America,' is.^ considered blasphemous.’' ^ It 
is possible to quote facts 'from English 
and-French papers which reveal the diflS.- 
culties arising out of war conditions, but 
no reference is allowed to subjects which 
are oominplaces in all American news­
papers and magazines, including those 
allowed into Ireland by-the postal O'en- 
sor, and those supplied by H-is Britannic , 
Majesty to the National Library. This 
keeping of information in cold storage 

■ is, if short sighted, at least a part of the 
English administration of this country, 
but we are quite unable to understand 
the tenderness of Sinn Fein for a Powmr 
'whicli has branded Irish independence 

“treason,?’' and has pursued Sinp 
.Eein with a venom which cannot have di­
minished ndW that America is in the war, 
since, even wdiile neutral, it lost no oppor- 
tniiity of discrediting and thwarting the 
expression • of independent nationalism. 
The Ard Chpmhairle of the Irish Eepub,- 
liean Party ' protested last week against 
the arrest of Dr, AIcCartan by the Oaha- 
dian a,nthoritie3, as if A'b were not well 
kno'wn to every reader of the American 
press, and to any persoii at all familiar 
with the American idew -of Sinn Fein, 
that the'B'nited States Secmt vSeiwice has ‘ 
been -on McOartank trail.^ In all Buch 

the American aiid Canadian antho-

Th« Humb{% AmArie«ih.
Solemn warnings have appeared in the 

Sinn Fein press from time to time 
against a certain George L. Fox, Prin- 

. cipal of the University School, New 
Haven, Oonnecticnt. This estimable 

- - citizen of the great pintpcx^atic Bepublic_ 
has been deluging this counti’y and’

■ America with, pamphlets purporting to 
give the real truth about Irish problems 
and Irish history. He has exposed the 
fcid^us crimes of Boger Casement; he 
has proved that Ireland is not overtaxed, 
and, by means of a statistical table, he 
has drown the monopoly of crime en­
joyed by Germans. In short, George is 
a typical American soothsayer of the 
purest war vintage. His enthusiasm and 
respect for England equal the best that.

^ Woodrow Wilson is capable of • a more^ 
perfect'Specimen of the “loyal” Ameri-

I can it would he difidcult -to find. Oonse- 
qnently, disqarding the warnings of .our 

^ contem-porarie>s, we have delved, in the 
interefsts of truth, into the • puhlications 
of. George L. Fox, from which we' have 
secured.the following pearl:—“In the . 
last sevehty years Ireland has suffered 
less oppression from Great Britain than 
Porto B/ico, HAwaii and tlxe Philippines 
have suffered from the Unite'd''States,” 
This tribute from a patriotic American 
to the imperial policy of the United 
vStates is recommended to all students of 
President Wilson’s uplifting prose.' And 
so that there may he no- doubt as to the

■ relative merits of those who govern the 
two “ great Anglo-Saxon democracies,”'

cull a _ further stanm from Fox:—■ 
“‘Ikth in intelleetiial and in moral and 
religious training the English scliools are 
far superior to«'those of this country,” 
Oleaiiy the Americans . are beautifully 
fitted to repair the errors of their cousins 
of Gdllipoli and Me'sopotamia fame.

, Hunger!
In its rare i"ef©reiices to recent condi 

tions in )Spain,^ the press has talked 
knowingly of military revolts, as if ^ the 
discontent of the army officers explained 
everything. Noxv the Labour leader, 
Egocheaga, supplies . a real clue to the 
mysterious “ disorder ” in Spain,^ whicii, 
is reported incoherently from time to 
tirne. EgOoheaga says: “Things before 
the war xvere had,’ but now they are in- ^ 
tolerable. Every article of consumption' 
has gone up, thanks to cornoTcrs, firom 
.100 -ix) 300 per cent., while wvages have 
remained stationary, and the* lack of em-‘ 
ployment becomes greater every day.
. . . Something mhsr hw done, and that 
soon, for hunger knows mo law% Tliou- . 
sands of honest wage-earners are on the 

• venge of starvation.” . This p-rosaic faqt 
is sadly lacking in that anelodramatic in­
terest which lias captured the .scribes 
who write up the talcs of pro-Germamsm 
in Spain,. descrihe the.. siibrnaiune bases 
on .the Mediterranean, and hint at the 
■fcerribl-D I'etribntion being ex-acted fi’om 
the Spaniards for their wicked failure to 
join the Allied crusade for the Good, the 
True and the BeautifuL Spain, like all 
other neutrals, is suffering from the’ 
abo-minahle privations inflicted upon the 
world by the militaiists who are 
dastimyiiig civilisation. There, 
elsewhere, the working classes are 
realising how little they are profited 
by political independenco' divorced from 
economic and industrial liberty. Here 
in Ireland that interesting %ct will 
dbiihtless continue to be only Vaguely 
perceived, until self-governm^ent enables 
us to indict the Irish exploiters of the 
Lish people.

as

w.e

casee
rities have oo-operated, and it is inipo-s-’ 
sible to acquit the former while accusing 
the latter. Moi*coxmr, as the resolution 
showed ,on the face of it, tlieim was^ no 
logic in this prepostei'ous differentiation. 
Hxe Ard OliomhaiUe stated that McCar- 
.tan was aiTested for the crime of ‘^pre-' 
senting to the Pi’esident and Goingi’es's 
of the American Bepublic ” the- demand 
of Ireland for selt-goveimment. -Why 
then did the American anthorities pursue 
McCartan into Canada, as they thein- 
.selves announced at the time of his 
arrest? .To economise the tinxe and the^ 
bine pencil of the Censor we refrain from 
details, but assure o-ur i-eaders that, 
far as Ireland ie concerned, the English 
and American Governments are a case of 
Box’and Cox.

Making th9 WorIB Safe for .
’ We have been regaled with many a tale 
to the "discredit of those who died for 
Ireland in 1916, but we have had to wait 
for all A nierican commentary to discover 
the real offence of the executed men. 
Irish Labour will he interested in the 
undiluted Amerioaaiism of our Foxey 
critic: “.If 'one studies the previous 
oa-reers of the men .who signed their 
names to^ the proelamati-on of .the -so- 
called Irish Republic, he can easily 
realise what a hell on earth those por- 

.j/. tions of Ireland would have been over 
; which they gained sway. Not'one had 

ever had^ a suc-cessful business career, 
nor %»oquired by his own exertions a,ny.. 
moderate-amount of property .” Suecessf * 
ful Business Men and Property Owners, 
the. venerated deities Bf America, why do 
we not’ entrust them with our destinies ? 

-Tlien wb might count on the.,approval of 
Uncle Sam, .whose pens and guns are al- * 
W’ays at the disposal of practical demo­
crats, like Rockefeller, Morgan and Com­
pany. '0, fortunate Wilson to have 
George L. Fox, in this grand crusade for 
democracy I ' ' '

as

*»«3irs.-.v/ Vlftue Rewardfid.
The laws of supply and demand are in­

variably invoked by Capital when ’they 
favour profiteering and exploitation, ©o 
sacred are these laws that they must On 

■ no account he disturbed, .so long as they 
mean an unlimited Labour market and 
limited employment, or 'a great .demand 
for a commodity in which there is a I'cal 
or artificial shortage. But should supwy 
and demand threaten profits, then the

‘ -j*..•-(i»

' APOLOGY*
Last week we referred to Mr. McGuf 

fin of Belfast Co-operative Society, as * 
the “Revd” If it is an exaggeration to 
say Mr. McGuffin is revei^pd, it is. at 
least 'true to say lio is respected*

,1- r
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UTyiNOFF AND IBEUND
, ETTsaiAiriiFgBiiio.

»Ei6nipotentia;^ for Great' Britain of tbe
People’s Gommissary of Poreign 

Aifairs.
To the Editor Irish Opinion,”

January 18th, 1918.
Bear Sir—The message I wxite, whieh 

was widely published in the Socialist and 
Labour press in England, applies^ equally 
to Ireland, as to English, Scottish, And 
‘Welsh workers. As Internationalists we 
recognise no national difference between 
the workers of any country. The peace 
and freedom of the world depend entirely 
upon the solidarity of the workers ' of all 
oonnMes. To secnre^that we rely upon 
the efforts of the Irish people no less 
than upon the workers of other countries. 
•—With fraternal greetings,

^■oi M. LITVINOi'F,
B. SOBBMIS, Temp. Sec.

ADDRESS TO CITIZEN M, LITVIN- 
OFF, RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR FOR 

GREAT BRITAIN.
We, the undersigned members of the 

Buseian Socialist Bund (Maximalists) of 
Dublin, hare the pleasure in sending you 
our best wishes and felicitations on the 
occasion of your appointment as the 
peoples ‘Plem of the Bussian
Bepublio for Great Britain. '*

Conscious of the immense upheaval 
that took place in the political and social 
life in Bevolutionary Bussia, which is 
myp only significant for olir deaa* .Father­
land, but ^so for the world at large.

With pxide and glory we realise tlie 
lofty tendencies ^ of the Bussian Prole­
tariat, and ',their unselfish heroism in 
overthrowing Ozardom ahd the Bourgeois 
regime. ■

Th^ are indeed the hearers of the 
beacon that will lead the Proletariat of 

.'the world to real happiness, And thus 
estahlish a world of a nobler and free 
humanity. .

■ ■ We are convinced that'you, too are
imbued with the ideal of universal de- 
moeratisation of * society, leading to a 
•system of society, that will grant to all 
men and women economic and political 
•independence.

We are also convinced ,that you will 
prove congruous for;the task bestowed 
upon you, and that you will, proudly 
and high, uphold the banner of the great 
ideal of the Russian Bevolution, and that our 
you will stoically pursue the path t- 
marked by tlio great men and women of 
Bevolutionary Russia. ■ •

Unswervingly, challenging the miscon­
strued ideas formed in the .Capfbalist 

, Press about Revolutionary Russia, and 
' thus render a great service to the policy 

of the Bolshevist ideal.
May your work and proceedings be 

crowned wtih love and justice for the 
benefit.of. humanity and for the glox'y of 
ur great oounti*y. ,
Long live the Ali.R|Ussian Socialist Re­

public I
Long live Liberty, Equality, 

j^raternityl I ■

]■I IRELAND^. ITS SAINTS AND 
SCHOLARS,

XMAS EVE: A CONTRAST,
The Tf^iliter sun shone pleas.antly; the 

day -was so mild and the air as genial as
if Spring wore already well advaiiced. I It is an ambitious project to set out to 
All eyeS'Were turned sjEywards attracted Montalembert’s
by the-bum of an aeroplane, which Monks of the West’ m one hundred 

■ circled and hovered, seemed as if going fnd eighteen .small pages, '
to alight, then rose majestically and I 
made a straight line back to its source.
The click of motor-boats on the canal b^us I wished to include overvihin/

mmd txom ohe greatei and more recent everything withixr a small compass.’’ Re 
woiiderj the motox’-van on the road de- goes on to quote from Dr. Heaiy to the 
livering bread- passed unnoticed > the effect thatwhile we spe^ gUbly of the 
tormigh^ld installation of electxdc light Saints and Scholars of the early times, 
m.the village had been already exhansted iknew, in general, very' iittie about 
as a_ subject of conversation. _ . •them,^hand expresses the hope i^hat .his

Where are they coming from,1 ivork may in aopae degree supply the de- 
said, as a group of men—all powerfully- ficiency. That.is'to say, Mr, I^lood’s book 
built—some young, some middle-aged intended for his-^riane or special-
approached. They have just left off ists in early Irish mohastioism, but'-for
work,” my companion replied; ‘Hbev the ignorant and the uncuhured, or, in
are engaged in putting turf for the— r mnebymme per cent, of
Go. They are paid’at pisce-rates; they v , ,raEi'£“j£‘'k£ 4 JSS.WJ.’isrfiSt ?r.

Tw distinct success. Most of US know-that
dinner bnnr ![•’ bahisihed the snakes from Ire--j hour they taxe off them loy, land, that St. (Xilumoille went to Iona,
dripping socks and dry them at a fir© in where he blessedjbhe...birds anAAshesT .
St have erected for: shel'fcer. that St. tKevin Mv<^ in pt, Kevin’s bed
Inen they proceed with their task and at Glendalough and pushed a lady called
when the day is over repeat the drying Kathleen into the water ;-^and, when
m their more or less comfortless homes.” knowledge of Msh sano-

I could not help dwelling on the con- scholarship comes to an abrupt
, trast; how, little reason the proletariat -untimely end. We have no concep- 

have to wonde-r at or to admire our won-' ^ ^ reviewer of a very average
derful civilisation. Here were ahk amunt of culture may be permitted to
honest, intelligent and religious mpti 3\^dge of others by himself—of the^ciroum-with muscles Aa ooLtSn wUch attendiug the iutroduotion .of

liYing in the most S ifaXup ft i« diffusion from Maud through'th^'-^ ^
.,.P.Qa,&fi..to-4o.noeiv'e;'°^^^^^^ TnStti His these oS-p«m- '

poseq tbpv biTf ™»ces that the author has, very briefly,Cnths wL,) tht w f summer at is true, set before his readars.—witli

ether employ- them to have recoui'se to other and com­
ment to claim them they h^ve to endure plot© works on the same, subject..

luxurious needs. Blighting, Mr. Flood has wisely, devoted separato-
mortirying to body and soul, the woi'k Ghaptors to the three outstanding fea-
proceeds during the hardest days of ' AarJy Irish Ghrktianity—St.
winter when there is not-even human J*- Oolnmcille, and-St.'Oolum-
necessxty urging it on; when if it were i Ris-account of each, is, of
not for greed and the fetish of dividends W, -^'^Shientary, but he has contrived 
the world could build aeroplanes, motor ^ down.sufficient detail to give an 
cars and even more wonderful tbinfy*^ - ^Wipx‘es$xon of distinct personalities. One 
growing fat meanwhile b® SM .that he has found apace to
every man a share in their eniovment lE St. Patrick 8 ■without an iota of thi 6low\S Yet a®Mtmt of the

such horror.? c numerous incidentsS rZZii t snug middle- of the life of St. Golumhanua of the Saint’s
letter of farewelLto his community at 

savouring of the much-dreaded Social- Luxeuil,—a letter of which Montaleto-
writes that “ recollections of olassi- 

why xs the great Trade antiquity mmgle with evangelical in- 
Union for all imral labourers—so long atruction to dictate to the Saint some of 
overdue-^o slow in making its appear- S® . finest ,and proudest woiAs .whidi 
anco.P I Have we no publicnspirited has ever produced.

who will guarantee even hpaoe has not permitted Mr. Flood to 
£1,000 to set it going? It would be a wyite of tire other Irish saints and mis- 
greater boon materially and moraliv than except 'in the very shortest -
either a hospital or a church. Some of general chapters'inevitably
our great ladies would win a noblu fame largely of lists of names. Yet
were they to organise a flan- dav for Bia xn these there xs an interest for thepur^se ^ nag* clay tor the av^age reader wheh he Toalises the

extraordinary infiuence which Irelandj
•through her unflinching Oatholioisnn
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THE STRIKE AT INCHIGORE
‘ t ‘ !•

Tile remarkable victory of tb^ Trans- , legitimate/explanation, 'peremptorily de­
port Workers’ Union in the'“recent dis- manded tjieir -ivorking checks- and sns- 
pnte at Inchicore Baihvay Works is 'bo ;^nded them, one for a period of nine 
some extent indicative,of the new spirit, days, and the other for a period of seven.

isstie ■ from the outset was one of The punishment, severe at any time, and 
pure, principle. The all-absorbing ques- far in excess of the measure of the 
tion of increase^ the question of im- alleged offence, was considered unusually
proved conditions of labour, and ^ the harsh under the prevailing cipumstanoes
other important questions that agitate when people are at theiir -wiffs ends to 
the modern labour world -were all absent maintaiiqj themselves on the full -weekly
from the dispute.^ But, “ An injury to wage and when thp difficulties of pro-
one is the co,uoefn of all,^’ proved, on curing the merest necessaries are daily 
this occasion, a far more effective rally- multiplying. <
ing cry than any prospect jii. material ^ When the particulars of the suspen- 
advantage oi* appeal to one’s selfish, in-* si^^ns became known to their fellow-work- 
terest could possibly furnish. As at- ers feeling was rooieedtoanestraordi- 
tempts have been made in certain quar- nary pitch. A special' meeting of the 
ters to cloud the issue and distort the committee was immediately summoned to 
facts, and, as the case is one of peculiar consider their case. -The General Presi- 
interest for -tlie worker in general, a full dent, Mr, T, Eoran, on being^ apprised 
statement of the case in the columns of of the facts, assured, the Committee that 
“ Irish Opinion ” is desirable*. the entire resources'of the Union were

1^0 miembers of the Irish Transport behind them in'any measures they con-
Union employed at the Railway Works, sidered it necessary to take in order to
Inohicore, were sent by their foreman obtain justice and fair play for their vic- 
at 12.45 to perform certain 'duties at timised comrades. The general manage- 
placee situated at some distance from the ment was at once communicated with on 
workshop where they are usually em- the matter, but no reply was vouchsafed, 
ployed. The particular duties generally The same ecant courtesy was extended 
take about 20 minutes to- perform, and, to <a request to hear a deputation on be- 
as the dinner hour is at 1 p.m., the meh half of the viofimised men. In the mean- 
were obliged to exert themselves'to the time, the indignation ipused 
fuMfiSO as to^ enable them to complete the autocratic action of the under-manager,
work in time for dinner. This they fanned by what now appeared to be a
isucceeded in doing. But “when returning ■ studied attempt to ignore the men’s
to the workshop at 12.69, having carried union, had reached an .almost uncon-
out the work allotted to them by the trollable pitch. An extraordinary general 
foreman, they were mat by the under- meeting of th© iriembers of’the branch 
manager who, paying little heed ip ;^eir - Wds summoned for Atcmdaj^might.: ; The

men in ,hifge nuipbers went straight 
from work to the hall. They had come 
to act, and to act they determined with; 
out any waste of woms. The facts were 
placed before the meeting' in a few sen­
tences. The letters to management were 
read; Then it was unanimously decided 
that unless the deputation appointed 
were received before ITa.m. next day ah 
would withdraw their labo'ur at dinner­
time. A further letter to the manage­
ment ^requesting a hearing for. their de­
putation with an intimation of the alter­
native decided on by the men, was dis- 
pat6hed from the meeting. But the 
management, blissfully ignorant of the 
extent of the' discontent they had crea­
ted, and with that perversity so oharao- 
‘teristic'of autocratic institutions, per­
sisted in its ostrich-like tactics. The 
men,, true to their decision of the .night 
before, refused to return after dinner. 
Not a ^single man proved false to Ms 
principles. About 750 transport men 
and upwards of 100 men of kindred 
Unions participated in this protest.

Then, and theh only, it eaems, was it 
realised in responsible quarters, that the 
old order Bad changed' somewhat in re­
cent y^rs and that signs of the new era 
of the emergence of the worker from the 
serfdom of the past were beginning to 
manifest themselves even in Inchioora. 
At 6 p,m. the deputation so studiously 
ignored all the week was hurriedly sent 
for iiO discuss the affair. And in a sub­

sequent interview the 'deputation agreed 
to place the following terms of agree­
ment before the men:—

“ The men^in question to. be reinstated 
and paid their time. A day and a half’s 
pay to be stopped and held for a twelve­
month, to be then refunded if no offence 
were in the meantime committed by the 
men,^ AIT questions of suspensions and 
dismissals to be 'in future referred to 
manager for coi^m'ation.’’

On first hearing the proposed iefmis 
the unanimous voice cf the meeting was 
to insist on no penalisation -v^hatever. 
But when it was pointed out that the 
men could not pro'dneo their working 
checks when desired to do so by thei‘ 
under-tmahager and that consequently a 
technical breach .of the disciplinary regu-^ 

-latdons had to be admitted, the majority 
of those present agreed to accept the 
terms. Night men were req'uested to re- 

. sume work at once, and all hands re­
turned to work next morning; Mr. T. 
Toran was in attendance early 
night land was present when the deputa­
tion left to interview the management. 
He ihankedi _ the men for the splendid 
spirit displayed and congratulated them 
on the moral yictofy that had so speedily 
crowned their action. Their Umon, ^he. 
added, was untrammelled by oohneotion 
with the other side of the Channel, and 

- were therefore in a position to apply di­
rect action on the -spot without under­
going the ^ circumlocutory processes' sO( 
necessary in other organisations ere any 
redress of grievances could be gained. 
Their enemies boasted that the absence- 
of Larkin and the death of Connolly had 
killed the Transport Union, but the mfii- 
tant spirit of their leaders‘had been be­
queathed td eveiwone of the rardk and 
file. They were a body of Irishmen oon- 
trolled by Irishmeh, and he. hoped to see 
soon the day when a grand federation 
of Irish workers-would attend to the in­
terests of the Irish workingman.

Expressions of* approval of the stand 
made and congratulations on the victory 
are pouring in from all sides. The Com­
mittee desire to thank the various bodies 
for their whole-hearted support. They 
also wish publicly to thank the General 
•President, Mr. T. Eoran, for his unflag­
ging interest during the dispute.

A TRANSPORT WORKER.,

the

by the

ris-

exetci^cd over the meMaeval ^ world.
*'-Wh‘en contemporary English writers of 

the Belloc school write of Germany as a 
country which pever accepted the Ohris- 

• tian condition which England is sup|x)sed 
to have preserved in its purity, it is ’in­
teresting to read of Irish monasteries at- 
Erfurt,^ Wurzhurg, Nuremberg/ Memnin- 
gehj Vienna, and even in Bulgaria, and 
to know that in the tenth century Cologne 

. possessed a large Irish colony, and that 
from 975 ix> 1061 all the abtmts of the 
monastery of 8t. Martin in that city were 
Irishmen, te, flood’s accounts ot “The 
Irish Learning ” and “ Early Christian 
Art in Lrelond” are also much con-^ 
•densed; but within their limits they are 
well written and illuminating.

It is to be hoped that this little book 
. will find a wide circulation. It deals with 
a subject which should be fam liar to 
mem Irishman, but of which most of us 

lamentably ignorant. Our exedse for 
such ignorance is now taken away from 

, ' us, sinqs we can acquire at lea|t the rudi­
ments of Imowledge of his subject from 
Mr. flood. It only remains to say that 
the photographic illustrations from blooxs 
lent by the National Musenm, Dublin, are 
well selected, and that the book. is, as 
one would expect, excellently printed and 
bound by the Talbot Press, Ltd,. B

"^By d. M. flood, DubHh: The Talbot 
frOiSs, Ltd. Bs, net.

LABOUB PARTY FOR MAMXLANO*
The' working classes of the L$l© of 

Man have marked the new year by the 
formation of a Labour Party in the island 
with the object of influencing the House 
of Keys elections, and generally of 
"guarding the interests of wage-earners. 
All the trade union branches in the 
island have given their adhesion to the 
movement. Already the party is taking 
steps to fortify the Lieutenant-Governor 
in his ’refusal to acceide to the Manx 
farmers’ demands tlrat the ex^rt. of 
farip produce should be permitted.'^ 
“ Justice.”-

are
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%Ms mQf I kBeWy aini wise it were M €uk^ cohM know tiie
■' men huBd, is ibiailt Witji ferleks -oiliiat efvirj prison feat 

And ho^mid wife fers, i©st -Oirisi ■sfio'oM see low men. ilieir 'fe-notters, maim.~-'0£csr Wilsie.

^r^ma^s Fma mp0y,
hme !g:^d ref eatedij tiaat fee Irisli Food ^Oontroi CO'Iq- 

nntt-ee, ©feted j• B^oiadda, wm nnd is-a feree uni. n • 
ir2|id, Meeuus'& those of its lE-emToei’B ■ wlio were really in 

most eam& to realise fea% feej resigned feeir 'Beat-B.' Tiie 
Auhmjr and en-oyt-erntwe represejataife.’AS- left rlie committee 
fe^ disg^sti'^ ^ Tliey^ saw” ttmt notMiag eoiald l):e done in fee 
feteresxs- of tk© Irish, people, when feog© interests conflieted 
fe wi:y with, those oi the EngEsh people, The means 
■01'SEtesastenea 'were lap to nuotimy: ihey wexeior -gale to fee 
liigiiest M'dder. And Mn^nnd ean hid Mgh-er tfetm we canl 
so fee ©.elowed -of snpplj and demand” 'was inFpk'edf'
jreiand.ean he Bt&’Tved hy fee '‘*ia.iF_©f snpplj and dem^d, 
n we stand Miw hy nod ^permit feat.iaw' to iiwk_ Itself out ■ '! 
logienlly: /If wb in we . shall have n goodly snpply of English i 
paper moEe|^ and Engird, will hay© eaten onr food- The 

fe* ^n English ^...eoinpany stated, reeentlj^that 
Bhondda was endeawoEifeg to feed the people ©n printed 1 

forms-” In Ireland we are to he fed npoir Brad- - i
vnvyBy^ Th© nourishment to h© e^straeted feom tliese will i 
not ■ jisesp us aEwa Teiy. long- • W-a iia-ye suMeient food and 
.must oonserye .it for our own needs hrst- W© hafe oats, ' 1 
hut w&nxB. short of mEIing -aoeommodation- WB oannot pm- 
our© fee small mills neeessaiy beemim the material .and tha 
Jahour rs being employed'in w^ar- Yet if one had' these miils 
we eould hay© oatmeal in ahundanee! and shipping space 
mr^t he spared- Tijo point of the whole ohstrueiion policy 
^ems to he that our oats crops is for expofe. We must make 
onr^lyes -folt Uj^n, this ^Ques'tion- "We mu'st get’ our mills 
and we must mal:© certain of our own f ood. Each and eyery

do our part, y/e cannot delegate our respon- 
siMhties- We hope that the Labour, Sinn Fain, and 
operatzw© moyements will com© together and deine an Irish' 
rood pomy, These three farces can giy© us a Food Com­
mittee be genuinely Irish, and a committee that
can and wall owitfol food in the interests of our people. W© 
tru^’ that an effort will be made to get these three great 
Irish moyements to- work harmoniously togefear for this 
ptxipose. If they do, much of our anxiety will he relieyed.
7h0 Cammtim Mtia th® hanii.

The Conrentkm that sits n Trinity College, Dublin; has, 
aocording to its published statements, been considering the 
'Question of land purehase. ^ We do not -see ho-w this question 
comes Witmn the scope of its terms of reference^ but we sun- 
^l^s© that goniB soft-soap was necessary to make the ram- 

’’shacMe thing can^ on so long as it has. 
useM thing politically as well as agricult..-..-..,
.It tnejmnutoids can seH out at a Tery good price they may 
r^nsider their attitude towards eelLgoyernment, and oh 
fee ofeer hand the Irish faimer might be caught easily 
enough % a land purohase, bait. The land gamble might be 
need both ways. If a land sale and purchase isoheme 
ffoated at present it is probable that the landlords ’ will do 
very well indeed. They, haye done very well in their preyious 
deam m^e particuiarfy 'fe their last. At present, however, 
land IS changing hand,s at very exorbitant prices, fee demand 
for land^is very great and the money available is equal to the 
Mcessities. So if fee landlords ,can get a scheme going now 
mey will make even greater fortunes than they made before, 
ujue Oiairman of fee Bank of Ireland, at the recent meeting 
m that body, pointed out the dashers of speculating in land, 
amd warned his hearers against such dealing. When a 

comes from this quarter it is worth while listening 
- bt^s probable, according to the ©yidently inspired words 

m fee English Press, that fee Convention will end its labours 
^mng this week. ' ^Bhonld this be so we must scan its find- 
^ge very carefully, and above all watch fee land bribe, ft 

thoufet that fee bribery that carried the Union 
mi^t, perhaps, be usefully employed in an opposite,.direc- 

^ ton. Our fameiB must watch fee political effects of this
land echeme,. and me entire Irish people is 90a- I

j cerned. in the price ^ven to the landlord elaiSi to give up,
■i not only their land, but^heir politle:al grip-- 'We.sbfe

probably he asked to pay' heavily for both, nd. -shall pay mors 
: - dearly In the future. /

ea Fortarlltigtafi,
, For S'ome weeks' past a strike .'has been in progress at 

Messrs- HusselFs saw miils at Portarlington, The men em­
ployed demanded an increased wage, add the firm offered an 

, Increase to Ml who were not members ort'^mry trade union,
- Mt -^more -especially to^ those who >did not belong to the -' 

'Txanspoyt: M’orkers^ Union. -Ihls was virtually a lock-out 
notice, it was a challenge to the men, and the men accepted 
it as such. They have novr been out for several weeks and ; 
throughout that period their, conduct has l^een exemplaiy. ^ 
Despite the ^aceful demeanour of fee men, extra police 
forces drafted into the town. It appeared as 5 the 

authorities ” were going to assist Messrs. Bussell to feeak 
the spirit of fee men. This has been* tried before in 
places and it has invariably failed. It will fail in Portarliiig- 
X'On as it has failed elsewhere. The tactics of the agent- 
provocateur, of tho*e who employed the notorious Alex. 
Uordon in England, are being employed in-Bortariington. 
.They ]>egan by fee arrest of Mr, Dowling, the Transport 
Union org§.niser5 on Friday last. iSo far as we can learn no 
proyoeation whatever was given for this arxesi.^^ Ihe police 
took the initiative *as they have done on so many other 
occasions in similar circumstances. '“Ihe organiser was huf- ’ 
ried off to-the train and conveyed to Dublin, under a strong 
escort, where he was lodged in Moimtjoy Jad. The police 
in Portarlington^. and elsewhere, must be taught that a strike 
IS a periectly legal method of redressing a grievance. At 
present they iseem to lack feis knowledge, and the sooner it 
m imparted to them -and to their superiors, fee better it will 
be for all concerned, loss of Dowling at this
^netiire may be severe, but it may b'e made up by a willing 
determination on fee part of those who are hffhtiugr rfee 
battle of labour in Bortarlington.
Forcible Feeing,

At present /Some political prisoners in Mountioy Jail are 
on unger strike. They are Kenrymen, oonvicted upon 
cnarges "Out of the Listowel races affray. The men
^^^tend that they are entitled to treatment as political 

...... olrenders and^ of course,^ the prison anfeorities deny them
tins suarus xxs a consequence the men have now been 
^mngei sti iking for over a week. The prisoners demand fee 
tr^^ment granted to prisoners after the death of Thomas

^ip:' forcibly fed as he was. This 
endured by these men. One 

® possible lor governments to learn by 
^ E^P^i'ienee evidently

detfh in Ireland. The
Ashe and the atories told af the inquest

Tbe d^kails of fee,
w^hf Svnu nU feeding ” revcdted'us, as they

31 emlized human beings. The prisoners aredo^^ihl feiJa? inserted through fee nose or
IS inserted. We know from tr^tmid i upqn Thomas Ashe feat feis

evidtnc^ WA medical
a v”erv treatment is not of

• evidenic 'it -f-hxx doctors who ' gave
reserve vet mquest condemned it withoutbli^g ^uM^ted ?o ft 4^^^^

“• “fe""

wr^-s or Sr®* ^lie men physical
oiisIt- as wa n»Ti°*o y« mimt enter our protest as ri'gour-

5/
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its heart', that* imperialism for which m pre-war days • 
it sang and cheered it must be prepared to pay the.

• ^ price* demanded. If English worSers desire to set the 
dews once again in Palestine, wheii the Jews them- 
selves arV none, too keen on such a state, it.is again 
none of our business, the English worker^'must pay the 
price. Sufficient foivus at this time to guard our own / 
interests. English labour -if it wants this horror to 
continue will pay the price gladly; if it does not the 
price need not be paid as the horror must cease. It is 
not Lloyd Geprge .br Olemeneeau, or even, Woodrow 
Wilson or the 'ICaiser that keeps this bloodshed‘Agoing.
It is the'workers of Europe both in the trenches and i-jt 
the-workshops. And if it is .their desire to continue 
thijjp war they , have but to 
can stop- it if they so desire, 
too * high an, opinion of what^ is called English 
Democracy, in fact we do not believe in its existence. _ 
We believe the English people has been steadily^ and 
continuously prevented from becoming a democracy 
much by its own leaders as by those- whom those same 
leaders of times revile. The spirit of true democracy is 
not yet in England the flame it is in other lands. An- 
Englishman will not believe'in the brotherhood of 
so long as he continues to think of himself

say the word. They 
We have none

as

man
as a super- *

man,’, and he thought of himself as a super-man before 
Nietzsche was born. Imperialism and conceit are. not 
the visible signs of democracy; they are the visible 

‘signspf the England of to-day.
As usual when this mpn-power question comes up 

for discussion in England there are people there who 
cast envious glances at Ireland. Take these Irish 
shirkers . and make them fight, the Epglisli press 

its top ^ note, and people in .England are 
being asked to sign petitions in favour of the 
conscription of bur people. It is perhaps for 
such people as useful an occupation as they might be 
engaged in^ it is at all events less irritating to others 
than flag days and the good souls are filled with' the 
imperial zeal of “doing'their bit.'’ We should think 
that the lessoias of the Australian referendum would 
any case be lost upon such people who are of the same 
calibre as the great Hughes himself,, but we are not 
quite prep^ed to believe that any powder on earth can 
make unwilling men fight.- As we have said before, 
we want this war- to end immediately, and that is at 
least a logical reason for not wanting to continue it by 
going^ into it ourselves. We detest militarism more 
heartily than those in England • who denounce the 
Prussian brand. Ail militarism is equally detestable 

. to us as all militarism is equally anti-democratic.
We doubt th'e sincerity of the v/ar aims as outlined by 
those in pov/er. We doubt them because we in Ire­
land come within the clause about the liberation of 
small nations, and we have so far seen no hurry mani­
fested in the withdrawal of the Biitish garrison from ‘ 
Ireland and the reception o^ our ambassador M the 
Court of St. James. The alleged war aims of Lloyd 
George and Clemeneea.u will I’equhs to be put into 
operation before any enthusiasm can be manifested in. 
this country. Till then vre refuse to listen.
Wg will ' not . .accept conscription

. 0

screams on

?n

any
• terms whatsoever. ^ That perhaps is definite enough tq

we mean it.

upon

Man-Power - and 
Conscription.

The' British Government has gone on one of its 
periodic combing-out expeditions. More men are,* ft 
app.ears, necessary to carry on the war to what Lloyd 
George and his friends would call ' ‘ a victorious pe’ace, 
and accordingly the pledges given ^rom time to time 
to the .British trade unions are again be violated.^ 
The necessity for more men, for more “food for pow­
der," is ol course the primary cause of all the definition 
of war aims speeches of the past few we^eks. We have 
heard much of war aim’s -when what'we want to hear is 
of the war end. However, if the British people desire r 

’ to carry'on a war it is very little ooncern of.ours except 
in so far as we are incidentally afiected thereby. And 

, ^ we, are affected. We are being taxed in the most? 
shameless manner; our taxationffias been doubled dur­
ing the-war period, and except-we can take preventive 
measures that taxation will be enormously increased 
in the very near, future. Then the economic effects of 
war are also being felt in Ireland. We have found the 
cost of living steadily mount higher and higher as the 
war ds prolonged ; we find ourselves in common w th 
practically all'Europe on the verge of faiifme. We are 
affected by the wart The worker h^re is c< 
a v/ar profiteer, he cannot afford to purchase costly 
pianos or go to an expensive spa, as we a're told some 
workers in Ehgiish war works do. • European civilisa­
tion is in damger, and when.this is so it is our duty as 
Europeans'to do our . best to terminate tois war upon a 
basis of ,, justice. The alternatives are*" not as ,Lloyd 
George stated-To “ go out or go under." We refuse 
to believe that the war cannot be ended now.
We refuse To. believe in .the -Lloyd George alijer- 
natives. We believe a peace ean~be made now on. the 

- basis of the Bussian formula.
We should not be interested an the' callousness of 

British statesmanship if w^e were not so vitally affected 
by it. As Europeans we have no desire to see the 
Europe that we knew and all it stood for go down in 
horror. But if people have imperial ^bitions they 
must be prep'ared t-o pay imperial prices for them. If 

^ .Bnslish democracy cherishes, as we believe it does m ^

not
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IRISH OPINION lANUAttY 26th, 1918.
'4

LABOUR IN IRELAND PLAX SCUTCH I NO CHAHOsES, 

UdjfiAftmtntai intfuiry at slrabaiiii.« .AcHill,
la/r*off Aeliill ccomes a. request for 

trade union organisation, for the two' 
thousand migratory labourersj meU} 
women and chEdren^ who go -to Q-reat 
Jwitain for'ahout six months'in year.

. 'Ihose who^ hare -seen them under the 
vil-e conditions of housing a^orded them 
by the fat and prosperous farmers of 
Great -Britain^can only marvel at the 
Goddike nobility of the human nature 
that passes annually through these hells 
untainted.

^ , BetFAST NOTjES.
OAhe Lifien Workers have deraandeid a 

further advance of wages and the Com- 
mittee of Production have heard the 
alignments for and against. . The workers 
-ask for an increase pf 12s. 6d. for men 
and 7s. 6d .for women. A decision is 
expe’cted during this week. This is now 
a controlled/’industryi' Tlie shortage 
of^ flax may necessitate! short 'time in the 
mills. The workers won’t object to- the 
short time provided full wages are paid !
We ho3>e they will see to it that the 
shortage of flax won’t be made an excuse 
for the shortage of dinners'. .
Bookbmclsrs^

The Belfast Bookbinders hitve Won a 
further 4s, 6d. uer .weekj this time with­
out a strike. This;makes 9s. 6d. within 
two months, bringing the weekly stand­
ard up to 47s. 6d.
Book Liabaurcrs.

• The men .at the crossAfliannel boats, 
members of the National IJnion of Dock 
labourers, have bsen out for a week 
oyer a dispute about wages. ’ These are 
time-workerr and they demanded an in­
crease in rates. The employers, taking 
advantage of the fact that the traffic has ' 
been seriously interrupted recently, re­
torted by |i counter-offier which would 
mean a serious loss to the. men. Hence 
the strike. The Diverpool, Ardrossan 
and Ayr boats are affected and they have 
been obliged t^ sail without discharging 
or loading cargoes—with passengers 
only. Developments are expected.
Drapars* Assistants.

Another struggle is threatened be­
tween the tTnion and one or two of the
drapery'houses. -It appears evident that WEXFORD WORKERS' OAlNS.. 
Some victimisation is going on which, 
may portend serious trouble. We shall 
not say anything further for the moment 
pending negotiations, except thisi that . 
the action of the police in one ease de­
serves th© ^severest condemnation • and 
ought to be dealt i#ath. by the highest 
authority* '
Boilermakera.

The recent strike was brought to an 
end on the promise of an early - decision 
of the Ministiy of Production on the 
matter in dispute. Deputatio*ns have 
been to London and returned with stories 
of dotible-dealing and deceit. And this 
time it is not the Government that is 
i. A mass meeting wa^s called
for Thursday last to decide upon further 
action, but on receipt of a deflnite pro­
mise by telegram that a decision would 
be arrived at on Tuesday the meeting re­
luctantly adjourned until that day. if 
the veTOiot is not satisfactory—well, we 
hope Harry JHoward (the district dele­
gate) 18 of pensionable age!

SYRUP.
“ Your little paper is great’, and ©vers 

Irjahaaa should read it. It is the flnost 
pennyworth on the market. I hare en- 
eloaed Is. 8d. for next quarter.”—Batter*

London*

At the atove IiKiuiTy held in Strahane 
on Thtursday, the lOth. inst., before Mr. W.
J, MoCI-nw, J. W, Stewnrt, land Mr. j* 
Stewart*

Mr.' Leo W. Mnlhern, President of ■ -the 
Horth-West Plax Scutchers' Brandi of the 
Nationtal Amalgamated tTnion of. Labour, 
stated that his Union was putting in for an 
increase of wages for its members, made 

.up at the following ratest bounty and 
10s. per owt, for. Bcutehing, and Os. per ewk 

'With, board and lodging and a war bonus 
of lOs, per' w©ck from the opening of the 
1917 season. • •>-

Mr. McOaul, Tyrone, supported Mr. MuP 
hern’s proposal, and denied that nhe 
ecutchers’ wages had -gone up 100 pei* cent.

Mr, Mu-Ihem, .Baphoe, is a well-known 
figure in the labour movement' and Presi­
dent of the Agricultural Workers’ iSfection 
N.A.XT.L Ke has placed the .flax scutchers 
in a good position to get a fair wage for a 
fair day’s work^ and drafted out scutchers’ 
■bye-laws* which protects their interests in 
every way. In the harvest -strike and

• trouhlb last year Mr# Mulhern' was a leading 
. figure, and he had the -satisfaction of seeing
•the agricultural labourers getting -a living 

'wage, and but for the harvest strike in 
JDerr#, Donegal and Tyrone, we question -f 
we would have a minimum' wage fixed for 
Iri-sh agricultural labourers to-d-ayi 

' Mr. Mul-hern has organised a great num­
ber of branehes in Tyrone and Donegal, his

• last -successful effort being the organising of 
the workers of the Convoy Woollen Mills, ♦ 
and though only a abort time organised,

.on Mr. Mulhern and Mr. George Greig^ Irish 
delegate, Belfast, making .a claim on their . 
behalf, the workers were successful in 
get,ting -a fair increase on- tiihe and piece 
rates. ' • *

Erniiskimn, -
Tim /EnniBkiUen workers ai’o forming 

a Labotpr Club, and have enrolled over 
m menlbers. They 'are anxions to for- 
wnrd the organisation of farm labonrers 
Council Workers and carters, and to 
pTore the position of carpenters, masons, 
building trade workers,railwaymen, 
postmen, and all grades and sectiona. 
The, club is an experiment inspired by 
Connolly’s policy of on© big union/’ 
The divisions in the ranks of our class 

\,.make for weakness. Where, unions are 
^’^hipetiug f-or members, the non-unionists 
slip between the rival drg^sers. The 
club will make it an object to> eliminate 
the non-unionist, and we hope to she it 

■ a vigorous centre of the Irish Labour 
Party,

im

TINORL
itist'i Queer Query.

We have no objection -to giving 
publicity, at the request of the Irish 
Oiiemists’ Assistants’ Association, to the 
following letter from Mi\ Eugene 
MacBweeny, Pharmaceutical Chemist

M.p.g.l.,
P.l.p., Diplomas by Examina^ 

tioh, th^Modem Pharmacy, 91 Patrick 
Street, Cork.” .It was addressed to' a ’ 
mere male ■who applied to Mr. Eugene, 
etc.y ete*^ for a bertli.^ •.

Cork

' .9^'^ Wexford Notes last week were ai- 
to Mr, P. White, Secretary of 

Wexford Trades and Labour Council., 
This we regret' to state was SH error.' 

.Tim •article-Was from informa­
tion culled from several sources and used 
an th© form in which it appeared to fill 
a space left vacant by the operation of 
the censorshm. The make-up of the page 
afforded evidence of this. We at tliis 
office accept, full responsibility for. all 
that appeared under the above heading.

I

28th December, 1917.
Dear Sir^rl duly received your letter 

re assistantship and would have replied 
sooner but pressure of business during 
Christmas prevented me. I have no 
vacancy for a man assistant but could ■ 
put you in touch with a firm where a 
^od man s wanted if you are suitable. 
Hease let me know if you are a member 
or the Chemists’ Assistants’ Association 
or contemplate ioining.-~-Yourfi faith-' 
fully, EUGENE Mac>SWEENY.

Eugene, etc., Is described as the * 
largest advertising chemist in Ireland 
and the vendor of Tinori/’ which haa 
become familiar to all newspaper 

• readers.
We at© mfbrmed that he CM>nducts his 

business with a staff of six'been women,
premium apprentices.

, We invite Eugene to tell us if these 
womm are paid tlie same wages as men 
would ret^ve, and to explain to the 
frme unionists of Ireland why he asks 
/‘ if you are a member of the Chemists’ 
.Aissistants’ .Asisomation or contemplate 
•mining.’’ W® l^ublish his explana­
tion •wrbh pleasure, without charge for 

werldsemeat* ’

f
Wexford Trades and Labour Council is 

to be commended for its enterprise in 
m suing a list of the 'Maximum Retail 
Brices for the protection of consumera 
from ■the exactions of profiteers.

GAELIC STATE FELLOWSMIF*
Sir,-4lr. Donovan’s article on the New 

Gaelic Btate is splendid and timely. The 
Mime has come when the question of 
putting our fiocial system on a new and 
national basis must be discussed. I hope 
Labour^ and Sinn Eein have read th 
article m question with seeing eyes. The 
time for “rubbing vaseline on the 
cancer / is ^ne. I hope for even*,. Let ua 
form-^ the Gaeuo State Fddo-wship.-^ 
Yours, etc.,

, . KATHLEEN M'GOWBAN,

6
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aticial ’basi'S and wifh iiowefB to arrange ' 
looal . oonditions and to settle disputer?, 
also to' link all sections and grades of 
labonr 80 tliat the indnenoe of one trade 
or section could be used to help others 
working under loss advautageons dr-*

This would' also in dueouinstanoe'S. 
course tend to develop the spirit of 
brotherhood which is the fundamental 
principle of trade unionism, and which 
has heen so much restricted under the 
old methods that we have one body of 
craftsmen despising another, not because 
their work is not of the same utility ^ or 
value, hut ratlier because through lack 
of organisation they have not been able 
to command the same wage rate* There 
slxould he at least one organiser for each 
district, holding a permanent appoint­
ment and responsible to the district com­
mittee only. The work of organisers 
woT^d he to open new branches and to 
assist those^ already in existence.

Under a system of this nature, the 
hranches sho^d' not have too great a 
membership.

The diversity ef interests^
-the .assistance and advice which one olassV 
of workers could render to another would L' 
make the ordinary work of the'^Branch ^ 
far more interesting tlian that of a single 
trade or craft. There is so much 
monotony where you have only one in­
terest that members as a geneial rule 
prefer to send their contributions and 
take no further trouble in the work. 
Again, members of a union such as I am 
trying to portray would find their know­
ledge of the general conditions of life 
much more- comprehensive, their anteb- « 
est in the well-beiug of tliedr fellow-men 
more earnest, and as a result the trend 
of their whole outlook on life would be 
such that with broadened vision and 
greater strength of mental power, they 
would become better citizens and more 
able to shape and control not only the 
functions of labour, hut ajso the destiny 
of the nation of which they form a pai*t.

Another, point is the name and aim of ^ 
such a system of organised labour," As a • • 
cosmopolitan myself, I ohjeci to the idea 
of giving a labour organisation. a na­
tional name.. The history of the evolu­
tion of world goyernment teaches us, if 
it teaches anything, that the day of na­
tions is passing away as surely as that 
of clans and kingdoms. We speak now 
of .the, confedei'atiqn of States, the co­
ordination of empires,- and a league of 
nations. Seeing this, woitld it not be a 
backward step to nationalise a union of 
labour? What is actually needed to-day 
is the .federation and amalgamation of 
-trade and labour societies into one cen­
tralised system, having for its aim 
similarity of conditions, eqdality of re­
muneration, and an opportunity for the 
development of .both mind and body to 
the work .best suited to the individual, 
taste. The ultimate aim of all its opera­
tions should he to unite the workers of 
the world.—-Yours faithfully, •

AhMMDm ADAMS,

. r-
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‘ $46*61 ASAinti 4suf x:S id so ' 
■fuipine46; nit ’Opi nA innteAcn te 
n-4iptu inue 46 4n oipoAp 4StiT 4 t)iof 
1 ii-itnipo C4pn4i* Ap 4n u4oi6 eite 
*oe’n pS^-^b 4 tAn *o4p Ppitio6u 4sup 
nA lot-Aitte te motd mne; uA lot- 
4oitme4f te OAitii; 4ifei. tli teip 
’oo’n 4op 6s 46 piop-’6e4sAn *oe'ii 
Aitte46c 4sup t>e’n Aoi'bneAp so p6itt. 
1l4 pip-e4S4ip 4’f 114 fne4p4*06ipi 46 Ip 
p4^4 pittee 4n ps^At 6, 

tlAineAnn ceipe n4 li6ispe so in6p 
te Ui6e fAotAip. PH 661*6 pi 41 cion€4 
neApciPAp, lOtntAn nO 50 in6ei*6 pi 1 
ni'boppA'O V 1 mOtAt ’n4 inoAps* tli 
6616 pi4“o-p4n pAop, poriA, piop-pAftfiAp 
SAn i» S4n.p6im acA pOttiAinn 661*6 546 
etUWptAinpeAe ^n4 pAOtpui AStip SA6 
pAotpnt' ’mA^eotAO. ' 1!)6i6 cuppoip 
.SeAmuif Ui (iongAite 1 nsnioni p4 
opAO^At coidunncA,

As CASAipe *00 nA piti, cuitfinigitn 4p 
X)o pASiseppon.. .1p epua tiom a nime460 
uAinn. "Oo CtAOi pi tetp 114 5Ac*6eAtA 
1 soOitinuiv CAptA 6pipeA6 epoi 61 1 
n-Aimpip p)Aip6 a’p 6Aip nA tAoCpA. A6 
^0' Sa6 Opee Asnp 6eo6A6c AumA 1 
Ap *oceA6c Aip6,1p$e fpi0pA1*O Ap put) 
nA ii6tpeAnn * 1p 1 om’6A AitipAn sp-dihAp 
*00 6eAp pij te tinn t)iAii-6peoieeA6cA 
p6in, pA 66ApA*6 A’f 6p66A6c A t)fi6Aip 
1 so6in* CugAm-pA, 1 soOip An 

tlepAt^r^ eo--cuipeAi6 , A ^ 6 
Uo pApuig ctiit> ACA Ap A nt>eApnA pi 
poifhe pin ‘‘Utie^SAcpet) 'pipe,’’ cuip 
1 soAp, U^nSPOAp A psOAt so .t6ip tA 
Oism, Asup ip so^t A 66Ap A luintn 1 
pcAip riA tinne peo.

- • -pit! Asys t-UCC SAOtAHl.
le tlAIT) p. 0 fllAiri.

Ua t>AneA Asup. nA UAPipAui aoA 1
SeffuApACe 'ibA'OpAIC Phic fblApAlp; 
‘‘UAneA SPioptnS^o gAe’OeAt ” Agup 
*^Stio6c - t)tiAnAipe 546*61 tso ”
(friAunpet) ,6iot)Ap i n-ifit t>om 6eAnA, 
a6 tnA 6t pern, *00 pAoiteAp AS^p 1116

t6iSeA*6 S^P teA6Ap 11UA t)o 61
ASAm-' X>o 6 bin A tiom 66 m6p Asnp 
t)0 tAi6nig p6 tiotrr* , An cOnfiAi toAp, 
An st6iPeAt)qnfi5 pA n*oeAp 6, A*ou6pAp 
tiom p6in pA *001 pe.- J^A t)ippio6e 
PiOp 1*0141 HA hAipGi fit) iopt:A p6in, a6 
Ap pti eAl*0 Ap Aon 11^16460 AitiAin, 
UAit? go—t6ip piteA^A, Ap 111664
6ASputA. •pAnAnn aa teigteoip Ap 
Aon^poAit) inoteACoA tinn a tAiSce. 
Aoin'iotAp*6A e’ein-6pi AttiAin ip eA*6 
lAt), t>Ap teip. 1p.ionAnn pAn ASfip A^ 
pA’6 so n*oeApiiA^An piAppAO a 6^*0 
oibpe so> p^iteAO eAtA*6AnoA* 'Pite 
A 6’eAt) '^TAstip piop-pitiooc ee 6in6At 
6isin t)0 tog p6 S-^O uAip.

1p AnnAiP A 6iof tiA cnuApAipi ASup 
nA lieASAptdipi 66 iiAipeA6, 66 
pmuAinceA6, 66 gt6-6p6ite4iii*6A ASup 
t)Q 6io6 pA*opAic*' An CpAoi6iii ,411 

/ lAoi*oeA6, 0oin ttlAC tl6ittj An oAtAtp 
pAepAi s 0 t)uiiintn, 8npi 0 lUui pgeApA, 
‘‘UdpnA/’ UomAp 0 UAtAitte, ah 
oAtAip SeAii 1TIac jiottA 6Ain .(n6 
tTlAC An “pip l6iginn ?), ComAp 0 
tllAitte, ttlldeAt 0 UiomAnAite? 
^'pingin 114 leArhiiA,” UipeApt) 0 
■postutA, Agup eASAptOipi eite nA6 
lAt), ip soAt tiom A pAotAp; ip *ooi’ifiin 

. 6itip 14*0 m-Ap 6nuApAip1 pitioOoA nA 
potjtA. A6 oA OAm:-6tiApfiio6r;, teArh- 
1iAnnoA6c, cpAofipsAOitoe aca, c6 mAit 
tfiip An t)eAg-pitio6t:* X)A t)puim pin 
,if mirnc tei^eoipi nA tinne ‘ pi^o

• ttlippeAO ‘oe’n '^^eispe.” 0Ap6Ai*6 ‘ 
piop-iASApt6ipeA6oA ip cinnte te n-A 
LAn t)e’n cuippe, *OAp tiom. ,UogA 
nA pitiotOA *oAp turn Sa6 ugOAp sAti 
6aca*6 teip An scuit) eite pin An m6i*o 
Ip cui6e ceApu a 6tip AmA6 inp nA ' 
tAete peo. PluAip a 66Ap 6ipe An- 
t)Oiifiin Ap pitio6c nA ngASteAt, Apip 
661*6 A' tfiAUipc ‘oe psOAt AgAinn,

• 6’6i*oip.
T)u6Aipc An Sc6iceA6 pA ,''‘f6itipe 

^ongtipA ” (C6ite 136) t- tlepe ,Ap in 
Atmopc Att c6e Cetcic poeepy cuac 1 • 
6Ave peAt)j putpcAnce ip puciiUpfty 
pAcpipice*o CO popn?!, An*o c6e obpep- 
VAnce op Che pisopoup putep op meepe 

' peemp pesAp‘oet> Ap An ent) in icpetp.” 
UA An m6i*o pin pO-tpuAit), a6 cA cuit> 
’Oe’n pipinne Ann. CA pAtitiCAOc

One Big Union
To the Editor of Irkh Opimbn.’^ 
Sir,—The questions you ask in refer­

ence to Labour organisatiou are such as 
are difdcult to answer definitely enough to 
meet future conditions. I agree with that 
part of th§.late James Cojdnolly^s article 
which condemns the present system o.f 
sectional Trade Unionism. Under that 
system w© h^e so much overlapping, so 
much time and energy wasted, not to 
speak of financial loss through organ­
isers and secretaries covering the same 
area? looking after the interests of dif­
ferent units which under one centralised 
scheme, would be component parts of a 
whole?

The Ideal l,abo«r ynloft,
in my opinion, is one including all classes 
of both what is termed skilled and un­

it should have oneskilled labour, 
executive to control finances, to receive 
recommendatipns,, to pr^are rules and 
shape policies. Next, district committees 

• extensive enough to have a aound fin-

en
c■0
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Siege of Derry : Clarke Plays King James.
Sonus for Fa0t§r.y Workers,

Apparentty th-© female workers in tli’e 
smrt industry in Derry are ke^hning to 
learn tke yalue of Trades’ Dnionism. Por 
inany years tliese f^orkers have keen ex­
ploited ky tile ari-ogant trike of oapital- 
ists whoycontrol ■riis industry in the 
Maiden City. Starvation wages, were tie , 
rule and would still have keen had the 
workers remained inactive and. keen con­
tent to allow the wealtli they.create to 
slip quietly into the pockets of their 
ploiters. After a short and krisic cam-' 
paign the workers have scored an initial 
success over the employers, making up 
ky^ ^ their 'determinatiqn and fighting 
spirit on this occasion for their apathy 
of the past.'

In July last ^^Irs. Pete Curran cam© to 
Derry to organise the factory workers, 
and, succeeded in forming a. Factory 
Workers^ Br>^cli of the Amalgamated 
Society of Tailors and Taiioresses, The 
fepst offensive of -the newly-formed Orga­
nisation was to make a oiemand to ‘Sie 
employers for a 16 per cent. war. bonus. 
In connection, with tliis demand Mrs.* 
Curran on several occasions waited on 
the_ employers witlidut success. The 
.mattei* being then reported to the Minis­
try of Labour an ’enquiry was ordered. 
The employers' made an offer of 
komis to. apply^ ix> those only who 
engaged on military work, 
promptly rejected, and after some delay 
a second eni^uiry was ordeied. As 
suit’ of this, the Arbitrator, Mi'. Jas. 
Andrews, issued, the following award:— 
The wages of time worker's of 18 years 

rand upwards -to be advanced per 
. cent, and, of piece workers of 18 years 

and upwards 10^ per cent; workers under 
18 to. receive half these awards j the ad­
vance to apply to overtime.

At a^maas meeting of the Society in 
the Gruildhall on Tuesday evening,. 8tli 
inst., presided over by Oouncillor' Gon 
Dolierty, tlie 'awards were unanimously 
accepted. .

Mrs. Curran said it did not surprise 
. her .that there was .soiie dissatisfaction 

with the amount of the award, .yet . : 
sidering the conditions under which they 
had to fight and the short time at their 
disposal .there was not much ground for 
complaint. They - should accept it and, 
like Oliver Twdst, ask for more. A point 
to be emphasised \vaB that the bonus 
applied to country workers, a class wh-ich 
had been too much neglected in the ;^ast 
and consequently used time and again by 
the employers against the town worker. ’ 
She reminded, those engaged in the knit­
ting and underclothing industry that 
their interests were also being looked 
after, and hoped they.- would soon be 
awarded' a bonus. ‘ ?-

A rather disagreeable duty w'hioli haq 
to be performed by the meeting was tlio' 
passing of a resolution condemning the 
action of a workers’ representative in 
agreeing with a representative of the 
employers on the^ Trade Board to alter 
the date of the increase of rates from 
31st December to 24th January.

This mil .brills hem© to workers

—-i*. ^

the necessity of appointing to negotiate 
with employers only those who have the 
course of their convictions and who re- 
eqgmse, with Marx, that by cowardly 
giving way in their eveiy-day conflict 
with^ capital they would certainly dis­
qualify theinplyes for the initiating of 
any lai’ger mbveineait.” .

fiiun^ including erection, of.a boiler-and 
marine engine factory intended ulti- 
piately to employ about 3,000 hands, and 
the erection of nouses for -workers. The 
result is that between 300 and 400 rten 
are thrown out of employment. A special 
meeting of the Corporation was held on 
Tuesday^ 16th inst.,vto consider a. com- 
munication from Mr. darke, An which, he 

Straicnt Talk to TeachAra. , , also refers to the possible removal of the
A meeting m, support of -^ teachers business to some otlier port. Tlie Na^ 

demands was held in the Guildhall on tionalist Party (which includes five Lab- 
Saturday evening, 4th inst. On |he ouf men) maintained an attitude of op- 
platfom werci representatires of all the position. Alderman M'Oan'on (Labour) '
Ohiirnben-. f!orr.o-ra.t.ion an(L„ jiIle,.....member of-bbs®-Irish-<3oiiTentroH7 sStea

4 that he had been undecided as to what attitu#to adogt until he heard Mr. 
Clarke’s letter -read. He regarded it as ■ 

attempt to intimidate the. workers 
from asserting their rights. The only- 
attitude consistent with tr^es union 
■principles was that'of opposition. -Coun­
cillor Logue (Chairman of Trades Coun- , 
oil) said that tlie last meeting of the Oo.r- 
poration had been .adjourned,^ at the sug­
gestion of the Alayor, to see if unammity 
could be arri-ved at. With full knowledge 
of this' Mr. Clarke took ma,tters into his 
own handt, with the result that hun­
dreds of inen, were now .out of work aiid 
their wives starving. Tliis, only strength­
ened the determination of the workers to 
have- their rights. The Dnionists ere- . 
a ted the only obstacle.-tx) the Bill by tlieii’ 
attempt to main-tain, ascendancy. After 
a long deba-te the Nationalist motion, 
that the Sliipyard be informed tliat- tb© 
Corporation would agree to redistribu- • 
tion and that ah oppositi-on would b© 
dropped, was defeated, and the, Dnipnist 
amettidment, that the matter be “re­
ferred -fco a meeting of the electors on 4tli 
February, was carried by 16 votes -to 13.

Apart altogether 'fi*om the jmlitical 
question involved, there is something 
radically wrong- with tile social systtem 
which leaves in tlie hands of on© in- , 
dividual the power -to deprive hundreds 
of his feUow-men of their means of liveli- 
Iwmd,' and under which it iiS. possible to ' 
withhold from woi'kers ‘tth© right to lab­
our unless -they be prepared to pay the 
degrading price of the surrender of their 
political rights.
Baokshessh for Butter,

ex-

Ohiirches’, the Oorporatlon, and_
.Trades CouncrE- Letters expressing. ap- 
piioml of the- objects of th© meeting were 
received from the Catholic and Protes­
tant Bishopeand from’ Messrs. O’Doherty 
a-nd Kelly, M.P.’s.

Resolutions were adopted demanding a 
grant adequate to place Lri&h education 
on_ a^ footing similar to that of Great 
Britain; declaring the proposed -fco
be unjust; calling for the appointment 
of a^ body similar to the Oralk Commit­
tee . in Scotland; and ^ demanxiing a war 
bonus on iat. least civil service lines, re­
trospective and payable without delay. 
A number of speakers, lay and cleriosS, 
explained the grievances'of the teachers, 
wliich, by the way, were perfectly well 
known’all present. Th© right no-fce, 
however, -wias -struck by Dean AI^Giinoliy, 
St. Columb’s College, wdio stated tlia-t 
■for the'last-forty years tli© teadiers, 
he knew from'experience, had put too 
much dependence on kid-glove methods. 
They should recognise tliat-they wme up 
against the' British Treasury Dr: 
Sta^^ie himself, for all that gentleman’s 
-professed sympathy for them'. He re­
gretted thq teachers had not%n 'organisa­
tion, like labour, wj(bh funds at its dis- 
^sal, so that they could go on strike. 
He advised them -to enl st the sn-o-port of 
all organisations

an

a war
were 

This, was

a Te­ as

t the support of 
all organisations, Oi’ange, Hibernian, 
Sinn Fein, and Labour, and create such 
an agitation as would compel the conces­
sion of their demands.
Corporation crux,

A seriotis municipal crisis has arisen in 
Derry which 's pregnant with grave pos­
sibilities. I accordance wjth pledges 
given to the promoters of the Shipyard, 
the Corporation are promoting ^ a Miini- 
cijml Improvement Bill the.chief foadure 
of which is a water su^>ply on an exten­
sive scale* Th© Nationalist members 
(numbering 16 and representing about 
22,000 citmens), who^are in favour of the 
undertaking, and who have liitherto sup­
ported the promoti-on of the Bill, have 
now threatened opposition in Parliament 
unless;the tJnionists (numbering 24 and 
representing about 18,000' citizens) con- 

, sent -to such a vedirtributipn of th© muni­
cipal wards as will ensure the Nationalist 
pdpulation a representation at least ©bual 
to that of the Unionists. Alleging that 
the holding up of the Bill, if persisted in, 
will ’ successfully swamp ” the estab- 
lisliment of shipbuilding in Derry, Mr. 
Trevisa Clarke, managing director of the 
Foyle Shipyard,. has -suspended all work 
connected with the divelogj^ment of the

■ >
con-''

-O’ Connell’s remark as to driving a 
coach and four through any = Act of Par­
liament, is amply justified by what is 

■ ■ taking ploc©’in .Derry at present. People 
are going out into the country roads to 
meet the butter and milk-carts on their 
way to the city, handing the driver 3/6 
or 4/-, ordering' a x>ound of butter and 
-telliiig him to keep tlie change. •

As the poorer class cannot affoi'd "to 
grease the ^‘Clutching Hand” there 
need not be. any fear of -too much buttei’ 
sliding in their direction. If the work­
ers desire -tO' stop this sort of thing they 
must “ Wreneli ” the" control of fSri 
from the present caucus and insist.on its 
being vested in a trustwortliy body with 
full power to commandeer and distribute 
any commodity, when the occasion d -
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AGRICTJIiTURAL WAGES 
BOARD FOR IRELAND

V

Week, tf&y, Kour^ THE NEW WAY
A MONTHLY JOURNAL FOR 

IRISH RAILWAYMBN

8 Hour D ay
9 How Day

10 Hour D ay ,

... 11/6 1/11 Sd. ■
12/1 2/1 3d.
14/0 2/4 5d.

Weeii. Day. How.DBOTJP III. fOHDBE F'TXIHG mSTIMDH BATES OE 
WAGES EOE MADE. AGEIODETUEAD 

' WOEKMEH DNDEE 21 XEAES OE AGE 
IN lEELAND.

10/0 1/8 2id.
... 11/0 1/10 2id,
... 12/0 ' 2/0 2idy

8 How Day
9 How Day

' 10 How Day ,

• •• A :
URFOSBFUL
USHFUL
UNCHFUL
OWEMFUL
RACTICAL

1

Male workers undor 21 years of age em- 
ployod regularly as Ploughmen, Herds, Mar- 

■ kertmeu, or Garters, shall be paid tlie full 
wage lapplioable to these classes as fixed by 
the Doard:*s Order of Ihe IDth November, 191f, 

Male workmen under 21 years of age, whose 
hours of work, owing to the nature, of their 
employment cannbt be strictly limited and 
who have to work overtime or on Sunday, 
shall not he subject to the overtime provi­
sions contained in this Order, but shall be 
paid for ovei;tim0 and Snnday work an inclu- 
siyb amount in excess of the minimum rate 
for the different classes as follows:—'

WHEEEA^, on the Ist December, 1917, the 
Agricultural Wages Board, under the bowers 
vested in them by the Corn Production Aot, 
1917, made a proposal to fix Minimuto Eates 
of Wages for male workmen under the age 
of ^ yearSr and for the different areas in 
Ireland as set ont in the Schedule annexed 

dated the lOth November, 1917,
PAPER

___toJheiiLOrder
and

WHBEBAS the said proposal was duly ad- 
verttsed and puhHshed on the 6th day of 
December, 1917, and

WHBEBAS a month has elapsed since the 
publication of said Notice,, ,

NOW THEEEPOEB YYE. thb -Agricultural 
Wages Board for Deland, having considered 
the objeotiona to the said proposal lodged 
with us dwing the said period of one months 
do hereby fix minimum rates of wages as 
hereinafter stated; for tffe different classes” 
of male workers under 21 years of age, -and 
for the different groups of-areaB Yaentloned 
in the Bchedule annexed to the Board's Order 
of‘the 10th November, 1917, and these rates 
of wages Shall apply except in so far a-s 
otherwise expressly provided in tMa Order.

v
MOHTHDY.

Yearly SuhsoriptloH 2/6 Po$t Free.2d.
18 years to 21 years, 16 years to 18 years. F. W, CROSSLEY PUBLISHING CO., Ltd., 

28 South FredorieK Street, Dublin,■ 2/0... 2/6 
... 2/0

GEOITP I. 
GEOtJP II, 
GEOITP III.

I1/6
' 1/01/6• •«

This Order shall be read with the Board’s 
Order of the lObh November, 1917, and except 
as herein stated, the conditions of the'said 
Order of the 10th November, 1917, shall apply 
to the Eates fixed in this Order in the same 
manner^aa If bhis Order formed part of the 

. Order On the 10th November, 1917, .and the 
Schedule to the Order of the 10th November, 
1917, sh^ll likewise apply to this Order.

' The provisions of this Order S'liall .take 
effect as from the 14th day of January, 1918, 
and shall remain in force until the 9tli day 
of November, 1918, or until varied either 
wholly or in part by the Boaa*d.

OHAEDBS H. O'OONOE (Chairman). 
M. 0. ED8SBDL.

.. B, M. ODNNINGHAM.
KILDANIN.
P. BEADDET.
TIMOTHY EADETGH.
JAMEB CEANGLE,
JAMES MHEPHT.
W. KEDLY GEEHAN.
JAMES OliAEKE.
B. A. BITTDEE.
WALTEE NUGENT.
J. a NOIiAN EEEKALL.’ Secretary. 

14th January. 1918.

)
Specialisoi Linca Washias;

Send your Linen to tlie

Court Laundry
HARCOURT ST., DUBLIN.

TABLE OP SUMMEE BATES. 
Male Workers, aged 18 to 21 years.

GEOUP. Week. Day. How. Overtime.

'23/0 3/10 
21/0 3/6

4id. 7d.
4|d. 6p.
.4d, 6d.-f*

I.
11. • ••

III. 5/219/0 We have specialised in fine quality Lauhder- 
ing Work and hojld Silvet Medal and 
Diploma, Pioneers of Profit Sharing in 
Ireland. We are users of Irish Materials.

••1
Male Workers, saged 16 to 18 years.

'GEOUP. Week. Day. How. Overtime,

4fd.
4k.
3|d.

16/- 2/8 3|a. ,
14/0 2/4 3d.
12/0 2/0 2Jd.

1.
II. t <

*00

ni.

Wexford Agency—-Miss Lewis^ Selskar St.TABI^ OP WINTEE EATES. 
ale "Workers, aged 18 to 21 years.M

k
Week. Bay. How.GEOUP I. &

‘‘They have a Special Appeal for Lahour.*^
This is what W. P. Ryanj "writing in • 
m BeraU

42d.
4M,

... 18/6 3/1
... mie 3/5

23/0 3/10

8 How Day
9 Hour Da.y

10 Hour Day ' ** •
(London), says of John 

Mitchel’s Letters tg Ulster Protestants,
Week. Day, How.GEOUP II.

... 17/0 2/10 4Jd.
... 19/0 3/2 4Jd,
... 21/0 3/6 4d,

8 How Day ...
9 Hour Day 

' 10 How Day AN ULSTERMAN FOR IRELAND.
Gap. 8vo, 60 pp. Price One Shilling, 

The same might be said of
. H p N O ® R Isl.

Price One Shilling, of all Booksellers. 
Wholesale from Eason’s, or Post paid. 

Is. 2d. from

THE CANDLE PRESS,
1S3 BATnOAB BOAB, jQUBIiIN'.

A WEEKUY JOURNAL OP INDUSTRIAL 
AND POUTICAl, DEMOCRACY

GEOUP. in. Week, Day. Hour.

8 How Day
9 Hour Day 

10 Hour Day

... 15/6 2/7 4d.

... 17/0 2/10 ^

... 19/0 m

000

a• ••

m'• ••

Male Workers, aged 16 to 18 years.
IS NOW ON SALE 
EVERYWHERE :: 
ON THURSDAYS.

GEOUP I. W eek. Day. How.

8 How Day ' ...
9 .Hour Day 

10 How Day

... 13/0 2/a m.
... l4/6i ‘ ^5

. ... 16/0 2/8
3Id.
5^d.

...

PRISOHERS Memkies oi Frongoch,A Inspiring bcng by Countess 
Marcdovicz (Dedicated to the 
I.,C. A'.) with photos of Janies 
Connolly and Michael Mallla, 
Complete with Music and Piano 
Score, i/i post frees

uwuuiwi3^Biwiiiai]iuj|iiji.jiMiiL_^imiiig^^

Wake­
field Jail, etc. (with Camp. and 
prison illustrations). Just puh* 
lished r/6. -By Post i/8.

OFBATTLE 
HYMN.

THE ART DEPOT, 6 Maty St., Dublin.
TBADE SOTPMED WHOLESALE. ,

Order Yotir CopyWAR,
%

.FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT

Bill?:
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Est. 1865. ’Pjhoite 4160, PHILIP SHANAHAN, J. T. LEM ASS
« ......*, - »

Fan^ily Grocsr

134 Foley Street

J. C. KEARNEY ■ J :HATTEK and OUTFITTER,
2 and 3 Capel ^e^t, Dulilin.

J-
Tirtjaoaonist and Up-to-dats Newfagant,

...XiS-jjpiir and trim'll Ireland Literature a,
' ..........

SS UFPER STEPHEN STREET,

P

irl8h>made Caodt a SpMlallty.(Off Talbot Street).
i

WORKERS!Wear the ‘LV,” Skirt,
Tlie tTB<la]>Glotliins*»

And Support Home Induitry.
Wholesale only from

The “ ConnollyMemorial 
Workpooms,

81 EBEH QTJAY, DUBLI*.

‘ High-Class Tailoring-^Lay and CIcrickU
EDUCATE!!

OOl^AND,

6i MIDDLE ABBEY STREET

(Late Todd, Bums, Ltd.).

Traiim Union Labour*

H,
“ FREEDOM’S ROAD FOR IRISH 

WORKERS.”—By Ronald.
“ A PLEA FOR SOOLAL EMANOTPA- 

TION IN IRELAND.”—By Bose 
McKenna.

“ SOCIALISM MADE EAST.”—By 
James Connolly.,

■ -I

Have you yet tried the
NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO. ?

FRENCH ARMY BOOTS
Hand-Sevn. Sizes, 7 to 12.

16/11 per pair ; worth 30/-

If nofe^ you will be wrell adyised to do «o. 
Postage Paid one way on Country Parcels. 9 *

2^d. «&ch| post frese
NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO.,

60 South William Street, DHBLIN, I

‘^CHRISTIE’S” LABOUR 
SHOP,

SMALL PROFIT BOOT STORE, 
78 Talbot St., Dublin.

For, eTerytilDg 
in tlio Type- 
sriteraidSop- 
llntor lioe.

11 ARRAN 
QUAY,

J DUBLIN.
}

The Irish Transport & General Workers' UnionFOLEY’S
25BACHlLdR’S

WALK.

[Founded January, 1909.1 •

Head Office :—Liberty Hall, Dublin.
Affi-liated to the Irisb, Trades Union Congraaa and Labour /Party, and witli alT local 

Trades Councils. ' Beg. No. 276.NO WORKER ‘Approyed Sooioty No. 62.
rpiEDES organisation was established in order to proyide for the workers of country 
-L a Trade Union with headquarters in Ireland/ haying , its affairs nianaged and 
controlled by Irish Workers, and its policy hnd programme based on Irish conditions,
60 as to secure for all workers in Ireland higher wages, shorter hours, better conditions ’ 
of employment, improyed housing, a higher standard of living, and a fuller anti l»eer 
life for all who labour.

Jcan afford to be without

GIBSOL
A Live Union l 
Forty-five Branches.
Join How!

IfthereisnoBranohinyourdistrict.wrltcto:—
THOMAS FORAN, General President, Lib^y Hall, Dnblih.

Live Workers.
Over 20,080 Members. 

He who hesitates is lost!!

I Cures CirfeSi Scalds, Burns, and Hands 
Cracked and Sore from Exposure’

It Cures all kinds of Skin Trouble, Eczema, 
Bingworm, Biles, Wounds and Bruises.

It is made by Irish' labour..
No othsr Ointment is as good.

Of all ChemistB, or. direct from the
manurabturers,

J. GIOSON & CO
1 Clare Lans, DUBLIN.

J* V

rr.

BYRNE’S STORES
FOR ,

TOOLS, RAZORS, PENKNIVES, B^e. 

Top Qualities. Lowest Prices.
Nos. 60 4; 63 Talbot Street.

CASH FOR Y0H. 
Send Tour Property to

ubiibdith's /
/McQuillan for toou 

McQuillan for lazflf*
PAWNBROKERS & jfeWEILERS, 

48 COFPE STREET, DUBLIH. 
Highest Advances en best terns and so 

delays. Strict PriTaey. Established 1838.
-J# '

Most up-to-date B^toeks in Ireland.
35/36 CAPEL ST., DUBLIN.

i - -trmmm

Ii4e Kxpiessly lor tUt YolnDtfiera.
GHEES IRISH LINEN SHIRTS 

(With or without Collars)
GREEN SOFT COLLARS - 
GREEN SOFT FRONTS

TheRepubliean OutUttep*.
CLANCY, BRENNAN AND WALSH,

M TAI1BO3? SIBBBT, DUBLIN.
irintk for itha ^Lrisi Lahour Rtom,'.’. 27 Dawson SK by Messrsi'cahiU & Oo„ Lt4, Ormond Quay, Dublin. Registered a« a Newspape*.

' THE MARY STREET 
PICTimE HOUSE 
(The ’‘Mapy-O.”) 

The ‘ Crisis ’ is Coming,

THE ELECTRIC THEATRE, 
TALBOT STREET6/6.

8d. each..
« Sd. each. First in Dublin

and

. still the Best;

«
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